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Preface

This is the first exclusive checklist of  butterflies for Bexar County, Texas. A preliminary checklist was done by the author in 1989 on file with Friedrich Park and is the basis for this report. It is the author’s hope that the checklist will change over time to more closely reflect the scope of  the park’s lepidoptera.  

This checklist is being produced for the following purposes:

1.) Encouragement of the study, interest and appreciation of the lepidoptera of Bexar County.     

2.)   An aid to the Park as part of an overall inventory  of plants and animals for a general checklist.

3.) Use of the checklist as part of a Checklist of the Butterflies of Bexar County.  The County Checklist will contain a species list with flight times, number of broods, distribution  (keyed to a county map),           larval foodplants, description of diapause and known parasitoids.The breeding status (resident, stray, migrant) and occurrence (common or occasional) will also be recorded.

The scientific names in the list follow Miller and Brown (1981) Catalogue/Checklist of the Butterflies of North America and supplement to that list by Ferris (1989c). Some changes have been made to agree with arrangement and revisions noted in Opler and Warren (2003) Butterflies of America. 2. Scientific Names List for Butterfly Species of North America, North of Mexico. Common names follow the North American Butterfly Association list as near as possible. 

The Friedrich Park list includes superfamily, family and subfamily catagories with tribes for some Lycaenidae.                      

There is a unique blend of habitat in Bexar County, Texas that creates a high diversity of lepidoptera. The butterflies and moths of Friedrich Park are predominantly representative of the southeastern Hill Country portion of the Edwards Plateau vegetational area of Texas. Additionally, two other vegetational areas of Texas are within a few miles of the park, i.e. Blackland Prairies and South Texas Plains. Also, the southernmost boundary of the Post Oak Savannah area is relatively close and extends into the southeast quadrant of Bexar County. This habitat arrangement allows lepidopteran invasions from eastern and western U.S., Great Plains and subtropical Mexican thorn forest life zones to be observed from time to time depending on varying conditions of temperature, wind currents, rainfall and tropical storms.  The northernmost edge of the earth’s tropical zone in the western hemisphere is about 550 miles south of the park. The relationship between the butterflies and moths and the plant life in the Park is primarily important to their presence as "resident, stray or migrant".  Each species is limited  by temperature, precipitation and the distribution of their larval  foodplants. Freezing  temperatures  limit the  northward expansion of many tropical species in Texas.  Precipitation and temperature are the major factors  controlling the condition of foodplants that present egg-laying opportunities. Parasitoids and predators also play a role. Fifty-eight species of butterflies are now known from Friedrich Park with a potential of seventy  additional species that could be recorded.

Each species name is followed by flight periods currently known at Friedrich Park, by month, as shown in Roman numerals.

Acknowledgements Thanks are extended to Eric Lautzenheiser for his long-standing support and advice. Likewise, gratitude is expressed to Jeremy Kuhn and Patty Leslie Pasztor of San Antonio, TX for assistance and contribution of  butterfly occurrence records at Friedrich Wilderness Park. 
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HESPERIOIDEA – SKIPPERS (Superfamily)

HESPERIIDAE – Spreadwing Skippers (Family)

(Subfamily Pyrginae)

NORTHERN CLOUDYWING Thorybes pylades f. albosufussa H.A. Freeman, 1943

IX 
TEXAS POWDERED SKIPPER Systasea pulverulenta (R. Felder, 1869)

V

HORACE'S DUSKYWING Erynnis horatius (Scudder & Burgess, 1870)

V,VI

FUNEREAL DUSKYWING Erynnis funeralis (Scudder & Burgess, 1870)

III

CHECKERED SKIPPER Pyrgus communis (Grote, 1872)

I

DESERT CHECKERED SKIPPER Pyrgus philetas W.H.Edwards 1881

IX,X

JULIA SKIPPER Nastra julia (H.A.Freeman, 1945)

VI,X

ORANGE SKIPPERLING Copaeodes aurantiaca (Hewitson, 1868)

IV,VI,VIII

GREEN SKIPPER Hesperia viridis (W.H. Edwards, 1883)

V

SACHEM Atalopedes campestris (Boisduval, 1852)

IV,VI,IX

WHIRLABOUT Polites vibex (Geyer, 1832)

VI

DUN SKIPPER Euphyes vestris (Boisduval, 1852)

III,V,VI,I

BRONZE ROADSIDE SKIPPER Amblyscirtes aeneus W.H. Edwards, 1878

IV,X

OCOLA SKIPPER Panoquina ocola (W.H. Edwards, 1863)

X

(Subfamily Megathyminae – Giant Skippers)

KENDALL’S SOUTHWESTERNYUCCA SKIPPER Megathymus coloradensis kendalli H.A. Freeman, 1965

III
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PAPILIONOIDEA – Butterflies (Superfamily)

PAPILIONIDAE – Swallowtails (Family)

(Subfamily Papilioninae)

PIPEVINE SWALLOWTAIL Battus philenor (Linnaeus, 1771)

III,IV*, VI*

GIANT SWALLOWTAIL Papilio cresphontes Cramer, 1777

IV

TIGER SWALLOWTAIL Papilio glaucas Linnaeus, 1758

III*,IV*

TWO - TAILED SWALLOWTAIL Papilio multicaudata W.F. Kirby, 1884

IV*,V,IX

PIERIDAE – Sulphurs (Family)

(Subfamily Coliadinae)

ORANGE SULPHUR Colias eurytheme Boisduval, 1852
III

SOUTHERN DOGFACE Zerene cesonia  (Stoll, 1790)

III-V

CLOUDLESS SULPHUR Phoebis sennae (Linneaus, 1758)
X*

LARGE ORANGE SULPHUR Phoebis agarithe (Boisduval, 1836)

X

LYSIDE SULPHUR Kricogonia lyside (Godart, 1819)
VI

LITTLE YELLOW Pyrisitia lisa (Boisduval & Le Conte,[1830])

VI*

SLEEPY ORANGE Abaeis nicippe (Cramer, 1779)

IV*,V*,VI*,VII,VIII*

DWARF YELLOW Nathalis iole (Boisduval, 1836)

VIII*,X*

LYCAENIDAE – Hairstreaks & Blues (Family)

(Subfamily Lycaeninae)

Tribe Eumaeini ( Hairstreaks)

OLIVE HAIRSTREAK Mitoura grynea castalis (W.H. Edwards, 1871)
III,IV,V,VI

HENRY'S ELFIN Incisalia henrici solata Cook & Watson, 1909

III

OAK HAIRSTREAK Satyrium favonius autolycus (W.H. Edwards, 1870)

V
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Tribe Eumaeini ( Hairstreaks) con’t.
GRAY HAIRSTREAK Strymon melinus (Hübner, [1813])

IV,VI

MALLOW SCRUB – HAIRSTREAK Strymon istapa (Reakirt, [ 1867 ] )

IX

Tribe Polyommatini (Blues)

REAKIRT’S BLUE Hemiargus isola alce (W.H. Edwards, 1871)

IV,V,VI

RIODINIDAE - Metalmarks (Family)

(Subfamily Riodininae)

FATAL METALMARK Calephelis nemesis (W.H. Edwards, 1871)

VIII

ROUNDED METALMARK Calephelis perditalis Barnes & McDunnough, 1918

XI

Nymphalidae (Family)

(Subfamily Danainae – Milkweed Butterflies)

SOLDIER Danaus eresimus montezuma Talbot, 1943

X

(Subfamily Heliconiinae - Longwings)

GULF FRITILLARY Agraulis vanillae incarnata (Riley)

 III*,VI*,VIII*

ZEBRA Heliconius charithonia (Linnaeus, 1767)

X*

VARIEGATED FRITILLARY Euptoieta claudia (Cramer, 1775)

V*,VI*

(Subfamily Nymphalinae)

SILVERY CHECKERSPOT Chlosyne nycteis (Doubleday, [1847])

IV

TEXAN CRESCENT Anthanassa texana (W.H. Edwards, 1863)

V

PEACOCK Junonia coenia Hubner,[1822]

V,VIII*

QUESTION MARK Polygonia interrogationis (Fabricius, 1798)

V*

MOURNING CLOAK Nymphalis antiopa (Linnaeus, 1758)

V

RED ADMIRAL Vanessa atalanta (Linnaeus, 1758)

III
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(Subfamily Limenitidinae – Admirals & Related Species)

RED SPOTTED PURPLE Limenitis arthemis astyanax (Fabricius, 1775)

VI*

CALIFORNIA SISTER Adelpha bredowii eulalia (Doubleday & Hewitson, [1848])

V

COMMON MESTRA Mestra amymone (Menetries, 1857)

X*

(Subfamily Apaturinae – Emperors)

 TAWNY EMPEROR Asterocampa clyton texana (Skinner, 1911)

 V

(Subfamily Satyrinae – Satyrs)

HERMES SATYR Hermeuptychia hermes (Fabricius, 1775)

IV

LITTLE WOOD SATYR Megisto cymela (Cramer, 1777)

III,IV,V

RED SATYR Megisto rubricata rubricata (W.H. Edwards, 1871)

V,IX

COMMON WOOD - NYMPH Cercyonis pegala texana (W.H. Edwards, 1880)

VI*,IX*,X

*Sight record
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